
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER:
WINTER 2025

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER:
WINTER 2025



QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER:
WINTER 2025

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER:
WINTER 2025

We focus on building a network of native plant
producers for local living shoreline restoration
projects. Currently, the demand for plants used
in shoreline restoration exceeds the capacity of
local Mississippi growers to supply them. Our
project aims to address this gap between supply
and demand.

WHo are we?



MEET OUR TEAM

Team Members

Page Graham
plg47@msstate.edu

London Favre
llf138@msstate.edu

Katie Fetzer
kaw114@msstate.edu

C.J. Nickell-Templin
cjn47@msstate.edu

Brandon Verdun
blv71@msstate.edu

NATIVE PLANT PRODUCER NETWORK

Our Team Members assist our team leads on
various daily tasks for the project, such as
plant care and maintenance.
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mailto:eric.sparks@msstate.edu


Bays and Bayous
In November 2024, NPPN sponsored
students and teachers to attend the
Bays and Bayous Symposium. Two
students had the opportunity to
present a poster on their experimental
design using marsh plants provided by
NPPN.



Glass Roots is launching its pilot program 
this spring, partnering with three schools, 
Biloxi Junior High School, Colmer Junior High, 
and Crossroads Elementary, and four dedicated
teachers. This innovative project engages students
across the Gulf in hands-on environmental research
by cultivating Distichlis spicata, commonly known as
saltgrass, in varying environments, promoting
sustainability and coastal resilience through
experiential learning.

In addition to the planting initiative, the team is
developing a comprehensive plant guide and
supplementary educational modules designed to
align with state standards, ensuring an enriching and
curriculum-integrated learning experience.

Looking ahead, Glass Roots is preparing for its next
phase, a teacher workshop on June 26-27. At this
workshop, 10-12 educators from across the Gulf will
be recruited to expand the program’s reach and
impact. If you would like to be involved in the next
phase of the project, please contact Jolie Griffey.
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Glass roots

msucoastal.com/glassroots/
LEARN MORE AT

PARTNER PROGRAM:

Contact:
JOLIE GRIFFEY
jolie.griffey@msstate.edu

mailto:krs717@msstate.edu


PPOOWWOO HHSSKKRR
GROWING NATIVE WETLAND PLANTS

for coastal restoration 

Workshops have been hosted at the Coastal Research and Extension Center
(CREC) and The Crosby Arboretum. Topics have included conservation methods for
living shorelines, the process of growing plants from seed to restoration, wetlands,

and strategies for recruiting participants to join our program.

msucoastal.com/nppn/msucoastal.com/nppn/

In the fall of 2024, the NPPN
team dedicated time to collect
seeds from Smooth Cordgrass
(Spartina alterniflora) at several
local locations. The team also
prepared seed trays of Black
Needlerush (Juncus roemerianus).
These seeds will be used to
cultivate new plants for future
research and restoration efforts.

Seed Collection
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https://msucoastal.com/nppn/


protecting
native plants

JANUARY
SNOW STORM

JANUARY
SNOW STORM
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INTEREST FORM

Join our Facebook group:
Native Plant Producer Network

Contact us:
KAITLYN MITCHELL

krs717@msstate.edu

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpZ6KDj3ryGa6tJ-WMclV9iX383lJw3hoQUkXjTDDN9P1QwQ/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nativeplantproducer/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nativeplantproducer/
mailto:krs717@msstate.edu

